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not killed. It was enough to satisfy the noble and ever
obedient queen of the Pandavas. The lucky survivors
of this terrible fight could, however, ill-conceal their
grief as they marched towards Hastinapura to assume
the supreme sovereignty of India. It was more a
funeral procession than a triumphant march.
Dhritarashtra overladen with grief and followed by
Gandhari and other bereaved women of the royal family
came out of Hastinapura to bathe in the Ganges and
do the obsequies of the departed. Yudhishthira went
to him and made his obeisance. The old monarch,
a powerful man, in hils rage wished to crush Bhima in
his embrace, but Krishna suspected his purpose and
foiled it, When Yudhishthira went towards Gandhari
he saw she was about to, curse him and said: " Do
curse me, oh queen, the destroyer of thousands of
human beings. Bereft of elders, friends and sons, there
is nothing left for me to live for." Her rage was
assuaged and she consoled Draupadi with the words,
"Grieve not, Draupadi, look at me who have lost a
hundred sons." Kunti was no doubt happy to see
her sons conquer, but Draupadi asked her, " Where? are
+hy grandsons and where is Abhitnanyu? They do
not run up to thee and play in thy lap as before/' In
fine it was a scene of lamentation and mutual condolence*
The last duties performed in the Ganges, the five
brothers came up preceded by their blind uncle.
Yudhishthira sat down unable to enter the city. He
was entirely undone and shook to see the terrible loss
caused not only in his own but in every Kshatriya
family. He called his brothers, wife and friends and